[Wolman's disease in an infant].
Wolman's disease is a rare inherited disorder of lipid metabolism in which large amounts of triglycerides and cholesteryl esters accumulate in the visceral organs. The main clinical features of the infantile form of the disease are failure to thrive, vomiting and diarrhoea, hepatosplenomegaly and radiological evidence of calcification of the adrenals. We were able to follow the course of this disease in a female turkish infant. It was first admitted because of a transient swelling within the right angle of mandible, subfebrile temperatures and abdominal distension as well as vomiting at the age of three days. After symptomatic treatment she was discharged home without a specific diagnosis. At the age of 4.5 months she was readmitted with severe hepatosplenomegaly, hypochromic anemia and fever of unknown origin. Calcifications of the adrenals and lymphocytic vacuoles led to the diagnosis of Wolman's disease. Deficiency of acid lipase activity in leucocytes could establish this diagnosis.